
 
We reached the end of the first week back – and we had no INTERNET all day!! 

So please accept my apologies for having to delay this newsletter until today. 

 

Last week was a settling week.  It was our wonderful children’s first full week back, 

and there were shining new pencils and brand new pages in books throughout the 

school!  This year, we have bought every child a new pencil case full of rulers, 

pencils, pens, rubbers, glue etc, so that everyone has what they need when they 

need it – so lessons were in full swing very quickly. 

 

It was lovely to see so many of you at our Meet the Teacher event on Friday.  We will 

repeat this again today at the end of the day, and I am sure that we will see even 

more of you.  It is a really important event for us, not only to meet our new parents 

but also for our teachers to meet you all, and discuss their expectations for the 

coming year.  You will have received a school copy of our Home School Agreement 

to sign and return to us as soon as possible, and a print out of the End of yr 

expectations, for you to keep.  Today, a home copy of the Home School Agreement 

will be sent home – again for you to keep.  I hope that you found it useful. 

 

Which brings me onto the Parental Survey.  Thank you so much for returning your 

children’s report slips and for completing the questionnaire.  It has been very 

informative. On the whole, responses were very positive, but we will be working on as 

many areas highlighted to improve as possible, over the coming months.   

 

The summary of the responses is as follows: 

 Amount of yes responses (against no) 

The school 

environment is 

welcoming 

95% I am pleased that this has been recognised, as all staff 

have worked collectively in ensuring that not only the 

environment looks welcoming, but that all adults working 

within it are welcoming too. 

Newsletter 

16.09.2019 

 
 



My child enjoys 

coming to school 

100% Wow!   

My child feels safe 

at school 

94% I am concerned that 6% of children do not feel safe, and 

this is something that we will need to actively work on – as 

all of our children should feel safe. 

The school 

communicates 

effectively about 

school events and 

activities 

89% As communication has been an issue, I am pleased that 

this is a high %, but we would actively welcome any ideas 

about ways to improve our communications further.   

I regularly read 

newsletters 

95% I am pleased that newsletters are read, as these are an 

important communication, and we write each one fresh 

for the week.  If you can not access our newsletters for 

any reason, please come and let the office know, as we 

can print you a copy. 

The school 

communicates 

with me on the 

progress of my 

child 

89% The Meet the Teacher event and Parent’s Evenings are 

important times for us to communicate on how well your 

child is doing.  We are aiming to introduce End of Term 

reports for you this year, to give you further information on 

top of the Parent’s Evenings. 

The school sets 

good standards of 

behaviour 

77% This is a pleasing %, but we would obviously like it to be 

higher.  We have worked hard to address behaviour 

within the school, and our expectations of good 

standards are clearly set out in our Behaviour Charts.  We 

do expect our children to behave well, and have 

sanctions in place for those that need reminding.  We do 

feel that every child should have the chance to improve 

and repair their choices of behaviour – and not just be 

reprimanded for it.  Children need to be supported in 

recognising when their choice of behaviour is not 

appropriate, and assisted to make steps to repair it.  On 

the whole, our classes are very well behaved and all 

children are learning.  We will continue to communicate 

these changes with you.  

The school deals 

with my concerns 

effectively 

86% Another pleasing result, but I am concerned about the 

14% of parents who feel that their concerns have not 

been dealt with effectively.  If you have an issue, please 

come in and speak to us about it, and keep speaking to 

us about it, if it continues.  We strive to deal with all 

concerns, and I will speak to my SLT to consider a way in 

which this can be done more conveniently and directly.   

My child’s class 

teacher is 

approachable 

and effective if I 

need to speak to 

them  

95% A great %, although I am concerned about the 5% who 

do not feel that their child’s teacher is approachable.  

Please come in and speak to us if you have a concern, 

and if you feel that your concern needs further attention, 

again, please come in and talk with us.   

The Senior 

Leadership Team 

are approachable 

and effective if I 

91% As with above – I am concerned that 9% of parents do 

not feel that SLT are either approachable or effective.  

We are all busy, but we are never too busy.  Please come 

and talk to us. 



have any 

concerns 

The School 

Reception is 

approachable 

and effective if I 

have any day to 

day concerns 

97% This is a very pleasing %.  Mrs Burke and Mrs Nickless work 

tirelessly to ensure that all communications are dealt with 

effectively and efficiently.  Thank you. 

The school is well 

led and 

management 

85% As with the behaviour comment, this is a pleasing result, 

but I would like to work with the 15% who think that the 

school needs to improve further.    

I would 

recommend 

Chalfont Valley to 

another family for 

their child 

83% A lovely %.  Thank you! 

For those17% of parents who would not recommend us, I 

would really welcome your comments about why you 

would not.  In order for us to improve further, we need to 

know what you feel that we are lacking.  I urge you to 

contact us, and give us further pointers.  We would love 

for our school to be a school of choice.  We have made 

many strides towards this, but know that we still have a 

way to go! 

 

Some really pleasing results.  We also received some lovely comments too: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And some for us to think about:  

 “More after school clubs”.  

 

 

 

“Staff are very approachable and 

helpful.  They are always attentive 

of any problems students have”. 

 

“(My son) has shown 

considerable 

improvement in his social 

skills”. 

“My child loves 

her school”.   

 

“There is a good environment 

to learn new things”.   

 

“The school has got a lot better 

with communication and it’s 

good to see that all teachers 

are remaining”. 

 

“Very happy with school and 

staff.  Thank you!” 

 

“The school sometimes 

doesn’t keep to their policy ie 

uniform”. 

 

“PE should be twice a 

week”. 

 

“Communication is 

better by still needs 

improving”. 

“I would appreciate it 

if children were 

dismissed promptly”. 

 

“General cleanliness 

needs improving”. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

We will get busy on trying to address these as soon as possible. 

 

Talking about getting busy, I have some wonderful sporting news from one of our 

pupils.  Aahna in Year 6, has qualified for the Discovery England Pathway for 

Badminton, again.  She has also been selected to join the England squad and 

represent England at the Denmark Under 13s Team and Individual Tournament in 

October, and to support the Under 15s Team in December.  We wish her all the best, 

and can’t wait for her to tell us how it all went!!! 

 

This week has been our ‘Ready’ week, and on Friday during assembly, some children 

received certificates from their teachers, to celebrate their ‘readiness’.  The 

certificates are currently up in the school foyer, and the children will have a chance 

to take them home.  The children who received them will be listed in this newsletter 

after attendance.  Well Done to all children – and this week is Respectful week, so I 

am sure that we will have plenty more new names on the board on Friday! Please 

come in and see them. 

 

Our Year 6 class sat their Secondary Transfer Tests last week.  They were impeccably 

behaved, and were very mature in their approach to these tests! – even with the 

question issues.  We even had Mrs Jarrett, the Head teacher from The Amersham, 

visit to give them an inspirational speech about preparing for Year 7.  I hope the 

Year 6 parents who attended the Secondary Transfer meeting on Monday found it 

useful, and that you have found the follow-up information sheet helpful. 

 

Our School sports partnership is now in its second week, and all classes have been 

enjoying at least 2 sessions worth of PE.  Our clubs will be starting soon – including 

some sporting ones, and in a few weeks, our Yr3s will be journeying up The 

Amersham School to compete with other Year 3 classes to ‘Capture the Flag’.  

Exciting times! 

 

Wow! What a lot to share.  So all that is left is to say, a big thank you for parking so 

responsibly over the last few weeks, and that I hope everyone has a great week. 

All the best – Mrs Tucker 

“School needs to 

improve more 

academically”. 

 

“There needs to be an acknowledgement 

that you have taken on feedback, will 

address the things that you can and will be 

clear about the things that cannot be 

addressed”. 

 



Our top attending class this week is:   

  
 

 

                

  

 

 
131 children had 100% 

attendance this week 

THIS WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

99.5% 99.3% 95.0% 96.1% 99% 98.5% 
 

 
Whole school attendance 

95.78% 
 

 

 



 

OUR CERTIFICATE WINNERS FOR THIS WEEK WERE: 

PINE CLASS: Chenul and  Sunayana    

BEECH CLASS: Geet and Oliver 

HORSECHESTNUT CLASS: Tommy and Grace 

WHITEBEAM CLASS: Ana Maria and Josiah 

WILLOW CLASS: Eli and the Whole of Willow class 

OAK CLASS: Phoebe and Thomas 

 

I 

 

 

 

AUTUMN TERM  1st Half term 

Monday 9th Sept Year 6 Secondary Transfer meeting at 3:15pm 



Tuesday 10th Sept SECONDARY TRANSFER TEST: Practise 

Thursday 12th Sept SECONDARY TRANSFER TEST: Test 

Friday 13th Sept MEET THE TEACHER at 9am 

Monday 16th Sept MEET THE TEACHER at 2:45pm  

Friday 20th Sept Jeans for genes day (You can wear jeans today if you bring in a £1 for 
charity) 
 
Year 5 Swimming starts today (Chalfont Leisure Centre) 

Wednesday 25th Sept Year 2 – Fire of London trip 

Friday 27th Sept Year 3 – Capture the Flag competition at the Amersham School 

Monday 30th Sept CEO and Vice CEO of The E-ACT Trust are visiting today  

Thursday 10th Oct World Mental Health Day 
School photos today 

Friday 11th Oct Year 4 Class Assembly – HARVEST FESTIVAL 
Year 4 to The Amersham School for Basketball competition (pm) 

Wednesday 16th Oct Year Reception – Winter Olympics at Dr Challoners High School 

Friday 25th Oct INSET DAY (school will be closed) 

Monday 4th Nov E-ACT INSET DAY (school will be closed) 

 

 

 

 

  


