
 

Curriculum Intent and Rationale for 

Chalfont Valley E-Act Primary Academy 

Statement of Intent: 

At Chalfont Valley E-Act Primary Academy our vision is to create a primary school that encourages our 

children to Reach for the Stars.  We want to help each of our children to become caring, confident and 

curious young people who have a passion for learning and achieving. 

We aim to do this by supporting, guiding and inspiring our children using a spiralled topic curriculum, a 

mastery approach and extending enterprising workforce skills through STE(A)M.  

By working with our families, we will create an aspirational school community in which everyone is valued 

and successes are celebrated. 

As part of the E-Act trust, we benefit from a National focus to improve the lives and experiences of all of 

our children. 

Our aims; 

 Motivate and challenge out children to achieve academic success 

 Partner with families to create an aspirational school community 

 To create confident and curious children. 

 Offer opportunities that will expand horizons 

 Appreciate the uniqueness of each child and recognise their potential 

 Support, guide and inspire through a STE(A)M curriculum 

 Show our children what they can achieved if they THINK BIG, SHOW TEAM SPIRIT and DO THE 

RIGHT THING. 

Our expectations: 

 Staff have high expectations of themselves and all children 

 Teachers are expected to impart knowledge accurately with enthusiasm which generate high 

levels of commitment from children. 

 We expect children to make rapid and sustained progress in lessons 

 We expect teachers to support children in developing independence 

 We expect teachers to systematically check understanding, intervening in a timely manner 

when needed 

 We expect children to be challenged 

 We expect teachers to regularly provide high quality marking and constructive feedback to 

children 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Statement of implementation 

 

Effective Learning 

We acknowledge that people learn in different ways and we recognise th need to develop 

pedagogies which enable all children to learn in ways which suit them. 

We offer ways for children to learn in different ways including: 

 Investigating and problem solving 

 Open ended tasks 

 Reasoning 

 Research and finding out, with independent access to a range of resources 

 Group work, paired work and independent work 

 Effective questioning 

 Presentation and drama 

 Use of ICT 

 Visitors and educational visits 

 Creative activities, designing and making 

 Use of multimedia, visual or aural stimulus 

 Participation in physical or athletic activity 

 Homework 

 Extra-curricular clubs and activities 

 

OUR CURRICULUM 

EYFS Curriculum 

In Nursery and Reception, we follow the Early Years Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation 

Stage, published in March 2014 by the DfES.  This Framework specifies the requirements for learning and 

development in the Early Years and provides specific areas of learning we much cover in our 

curriculum.  These areas are: 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 Physical Development 

 Communication and Language Development 

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Understanding the World 

 Expressive Arts and Design 

A vital aspect in the development of essential knowledge and skills is the use of continuous provision.  

This means that children are using and developing certain skills throughout the year on a daily/weekly 

basis. 

To ensure that our curriculum is progressive, we additionally develop children’s engagement, 

motivation and thinking through the Characteristics of Effective Learning;  

Engagement: Playing and Exploring, 

 Finding and exploring 

 Playing with what they know 

 Being willing to ‘have a go’ 

 



Motivation: Active Learning  

 Being involved and concentrating 

 Keeping on trying 

 Enjoying achieving what they set out to do 

Thinking: Creative and Critical Thinking: 

 Having their own ideas 

 Making links 

 Choosing ways to do things 

 

Continuous Provision practice and principles begin in Early Years Foundation Stage and support 

children to develop key life skills such as independence, innovation, creativity, enquiry, analysis and 

problem solving. 

English 

Our English lessons develop pupils’ spoken language, reading, writing, grammar and vocabulary.  

English is taught in a cross-curricular way, linking with other areas of the curriculum.  We teach our pupils 

to speak clearly, to convey their ideas fluently and confidently and to ask questions.  Their vocabulary is 

developed systematically.  Our pupils are encouraged to read for pleasure and to read widely. 

We use Letters and Sounds for our phonics programme.  Phonic awareness helps the development of 

reading by segmenting and blending sounds. The children will be heard reading individually and in 

groups.  We operate guided reading and whole class reading sessions of both fiction and non-fiction 

books.  Pupils are given clear expectations about reading at home. 

We develop writing skills so that our pupils have stamina and ability to write at the age expected 

standard.  To support children in moving towards independent writing we provide a wide range of 

activities including use of film and imagery, modelled, shared and guided writing, peer editing and 

discussion.  WE use talk for writing to encourage pupils to express their ideas, exchange ideas and to 

develop more sophisticated vocabulary.  We provide opportunities for writing for purpose and we 

encourage pupils to see themselves as authors.  We promote the status of written work by providing 

opportunities for children’s writing to be published and read by real audiences. 

Handwriting sessions are incorporated into the English lessons.  A range of extra activities are used to 

promote literacy within the school including an annual focus week, World Book Day and poet visits. 

 

Mathematics: 

At Chalfont Valley E-Act Primary Academy, we embrace the Mastery approach to teaching 

mathematics.  Our teachers will ensure that Mathematical skills are taught every day following our 

Teach it! Do it! Twist it! Solve it! Structure: a hybrid of the Kangaroo Maths programme.  We use cross 

curricular opportunities to develop our pupil’s mathematical fluency, and our pupil’s are encouraged 

to be confident to apply the skills they learn to simple problem solving.  The activities cover a wide 

range of mathematical knowledge, many with an emphasis on practical work.  We build on skills and 

understanding in a step by step progressive way and continue to develop place, value the four 

number operations and the understanding of fractional parts.  There are extra activities throughout the 

year to promote mathematical skills and thinking including participation in World Maths Day and 

Numbers Day.   

 

This will then be extended into STEM and ARTs. 

 

 

 

 



 

Statement of Impact 

The impact of our curriculum will not only be measured by assessment procedures which allow us to 

measure outcomes against all schools regionally and nationally: 

 EYFS % of pupils achieve a Good Level of Development (GLD) 

 Phonics Screening at the end of Year 1 

 End of KS1 and End of KS2 % of children working towards (WTS), at the expect standard (EXP) 

and at Greater depth (GDS) in Reading, Writing and Maths 

But, will also be measured by how effectively it helps our pupils develop into well rounded individuals 

who embody our values and carry with them the knowledge, skills and attitudes which will make them 

lifelong learners and valuable future citizens. 

Moreover, working alongside our Trust priorities, we firmly believe that to fully enhance the life chances 

of our students, our curriculum must actively promote the acquisition of workforce skills, 

broad/academic vocabulary and depth of understanding. 

Put simply, we believe that knowing more words makes you smarter and thinking about  when and how 

to use them makes you a skilled communicator, and our curriculum is intent on ensuring that this 

becomes a reality for all of our students. 

 


